1. What degree or certification do employers seek? Are you familiar with any of these programs? 

A: There is more weight being placed on chemical laboratory assistants to have computer skills.  Employers also look for this skill when recruiting new employees.
2. What type of experience do employers seek? 

A: First and foremost new applicants must have a completed vocational training. The better grades that an applicant has, the bigger the chances will be that that person gets the job.  Applicants should be flexible, and must be able to cope with heavy workloads.
3. Are there ways to obtain this experience prior to working in the field? 
A: Mainly vocational training or vocational retraining completion.
4. Do successful applicants need additional experience besides educational and experiential requirements to break into the field? 

A: There are a number of other courses that a person can take in order to be better qualified.  One example, that is offered here is train the trainer certification in quality management. 

5. Are there any “key” words to include in a resume and cover letter when looking for jobs in the field?
A:  Anything that would make known an applicants accomplishments and achievements would be good, especially academic achievements. 
6. Is this your first job in this field?

A: Yes
7. What type of work is performed daily?

A: Balancing lots of different Analysis-values. Writing Analysis quality certifications with the computer. Configuring different computer systems to talk with another.  I am personally responsible for the configuration of SAP-DIA system.
8. Weekly?
A: I take care of the AQS (Analytical Quality Security[Analytishe Qualitätssicherung]) form all of my colleagues. Every lab assistant is responsible for checking and making sure that the equipment used for the analysis are working properly as part of the Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) and I oversee this work.

9.  Monthly? 
A: Monthly quality control, which is a collection of all of the quality control measures every month. 

10. Annually? 

A: Annual quality control Balance reports and a number of training refresher courses. 

11. Is the work typically routine or does it vary significantly on a daily basis? 

A: Half and half, it really depends on the situation.
12. What are the key personal characteristics for success in this field? 

A: I think the main personal characteristics are commitment, honesty, and punctuality. 
13. What opportunities for advancement exist? 

A: As chemical lab assistant, not here.  Really it is not that important for me personally to have more responsibility, the money wouldn’t 
14. Are hours set or is their flexibility in work times?
A: We have what is called a slide-shift type work schedule, where one gets paid on a monthly salary that is always based on 40 hour weeks. The slide-shift is an extra time account that has a 25 hour bandwidth that you can take away from or add to during that month.
15. What are the satisfying and/or rewarding aspects of working in this field?
A: Projects that are done accurately and on time.  Getting the job done and getting recognition from the boss. 

16. What demands and frustrations typically accompany this type of work?
A: Lost data, because Analysis have to be done over. The worst thing that could happen though is when we have to halt production because some weird or foreign substance is found in the raw salt and in other products. This could become very expensive for the company. There seems to be a communication problem sometimes between colleagues that seems to bring about data loss. 

17. How often do these problems/frustrations happen? 
A: I think it really depends a lot on the situation.  All in all the really big problems barely exist.

18. What types of technology are used in this field?
A: Different types of Analysis devices and equipment, computers (very important), pipettes, beakers, stirrers, diluters, and other high tech computer technologies.  
19. What would indicate if one possesses the ability or potential to be successful in this line of work? 

A: How good you were in school and in your vocational studies. 
